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Applying Project-Based-Learning to improve English 

speaking skills of remote learners at tertiary education 

 

APPENDIX A  

The project was designed as follow: 

1. Project theme: Discussion Board (4 discussions relevant to 4 sub-themes of 

Sociology, Nutritional science, Psychology, and Marketing)  

2. Outcome (final products): 4 video clips recorded  

3. Time limit for each discussion: within two weeks 

4. Project structure: conduct three main phases in each sub-theme:  

a) Phase 1: make a script of your answers for the following given 

questions (typing your answers) 

b) Phase 2: record a video clip of your answers (based on the script 

created by yourself) 

c) Phase 3: Upload both your script and video clip to this discussion 

board to get further discussion from your peers 

 

Discussion Topic 1- Sociology  

a) What does "first impression" mean? Give some examples (2 marks) 

b) What do you pay much attention to someone when first meeting? 

Explain? (4 marks) 

c) Is it easy to judge someone through their appearance, expression, 

and behaviors? Why? (4 marks) 

Discussion Topic 2- Nutritional science 

a) How many food groups do you know? What are they? What are the 

purposes of food groups? (3 marks) 

b) What can you do to keep your body healthy? Enjoying more 

nutritious food or doing exercise? Why? (3 marks) 

c) In your opinion, you live to eat, or you eat to live. Why? (4 marks) 

Discussion Topic 3-Psychology 

a) Have you ever changed your job (or decision / perspective)? Why do 

you need to change your job/(or decision / perspective)? (4 marks)  

b) Please state two sides (advantages and disadvantages) of changing 

your job/(or decision / perspective) with explanation and 

illustration? (3 marks) 

c) Do you feel satisfied with your present life? Do you think that you 

will change your lifestyle in the future? Why do need to have those 

changes? (3 marks) 

Discussion Topic 4- Marketing 
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a) Do you like watching advertising on Tivi or not? Why? Please 5 

list productive things to do during commercial breaks (3 marks) 

b) Have you ever shopped online? Why? Please list 10 benefits of 

shopping online or 10 disadvantages of shopping online. (3 marks) 

c) How is the importance of advertising in our modern life? Give 

explanation and examples. (4 marks) 

 

5. Demands of information gathering including these following small steps:  

a) Step 1- Learners use their own language to answer three critical 

questions raised in each sub-theme by typing their script of answers.  

b) Step 2- Learners read their scripts of answers many times until they 

are fluent in their speaking time and enable to memorize the main 

points that need to represent  

c) Step 3 –Learners practice speaking naturally all the answers written 

in scripts In process of speaking try to pay attention the verbal 

language expression and body language performance.  

d) Step 4 – Learners watch their recorded video clips many times and 

self-correct the subskills of speaking skills such as pronunciation, 

word stress, intonation, and body language performance.  

e) Step 5- Uploading their scripts and video clips on the LMS (in 

Discussion Board part) for other peer watching and giving 

comments, as well as for instructor giving marks and suggesting for 

learners’ correction and improvement.  

 

6. Compile and analyze information: learners analyze parts of questions and then 

take note the key points of their answers in each discussion to assure they have 

meaningful scripts and interesting video clips  

7. Language demands of the final activity: in English  

8. Presenting the final product: Uploading their scripts and video clips on the 

LMS 

9. Evaluating the final product: based on the following Criteria Marking scheme 

Band Scores & Criteria assessment 

9- 10 - Excellent 

(Greatly exceeds expectations) 

- Demonstrates a superior ability to answer all questions as required 

(meaningful and logical answers) 

- Give clear and strongly supportive illustrations and examples to support 

learners’ viewpoints 

- Have great English verbal language expression (without mistake/ errors) 
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- Have great English non-verbal language performance (fluency, natural 

performance, good pronunciation and intonation) 

- Have good quality of Video clip (good image and clear voice of speaker) 

7- 8 - Good 

(Exceeds expectations) 

- Demonstrates great ability to answer all questions as required (quite 

meaningful and logical answers) 

- Give quite clear and supportive illustrations and examples to support 

learners’ viewpoints 

- Have pretty great English verbal language expression (1 to 5 minor 

mistake/ errors are acceptable) 

- Have quite great English non-verbal language performance ( quite fluency, 

quite natural performance, pretty good pronunciation and intonation) 

- Have pretty good quality of Video clip (good image and clear voice of 

speaker) 

5-6 - Satisfactory 

(Meets expectations) 

- Demonstrates an average ability to answer all questions as required 

(average meaningful and logical answers) 

- Give acceptable (not interesting but appropriate) illustrations and examples 

to support learners’ viewpoints 

- Have average English verbal language expression ( 6- 10 minor mistake/ 

errors are acceptable) 

- Have acceptable English non-verbal language performance (not very 

fluent, natural but easy to understand, acceptable pronunciation and 

intonation) 

- Have adequate quality of Video clip ( can see image and can hear clear 

voice of speaker) 

3-4- Fair 

(Below expectations) 
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- Demonstrates a below average ability in answering all questions as 

required (inadequate meaningful and logical answers) 

- Give inadequately appropriate illustrations and examples to support 

learners’ viewpoints 

- Have below average English verbal language expression ( more than 10 

minor mistake/ errors) 

- Have inadequately good English non-verbal language performance (not 

fluent, natural and difficult to understand, not good pronunciation and 

intonation) 

- Have inadequate quality of Video clip (can see image and can hear voice 

of speaker but not clear enough) 

1 – 2 - Poor 

(Does not meet expectations)  

- Demonstrates a very poor ability in answering all questions as required 

(NOT meaningful and logical answers) 

- Give no illustrations and examples to support learners’ viewpoints 

- Have very poor English verbal language expression (cause many serious 

mistake/ errors) 

- Have very poor English non-verbal language performance (NOT fluent, 

NOT natural performance, WRONG pronunciation and intonation) 

- Have NO Video clip as required 
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APPENDIX B  

Performances of remote learners 

The following is an illustration of one part of the project conducted.  

(A remote learner - Ms Hạnh uploaded her script of answers and video clip for her 

peer reading, watching and giving comment on it)
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Appendix 3 – Feedback of remote learners and instructor 

This is an example of learners discussing based on video clip recorded and script of 

video clip uploaded, assessment and comment of the instructor on learner’s work. 

  


